
Welcome to the TY Times. This newsletter will update you
on all the wonderful things we have been doing in TY this

year.
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A visit from An Taoiseach
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We have many more events coming
up this term including:

 Feb, 2023

Upcoming Events:

Editor - Maite Copoví & Empress Olanorin



Student of the Month -
October

Emily Hall Quinn - Willow Class

Student of the Month -
January

Arthur Cox
by Emma McMahon & Adam Sweeney

For six weeks, in October and November,  
Arthur Cox employees would come into
our school and give the students in
Transition Year classes a talk on Law. 

The talks were on different types such
as privacy laws. They gave us different
examples of cases of how different
celebrities had their privacy invaded
and what happened. They talked about
online safety such as the terms and
agreements and what happens when
you just click accept on every website
you get onto and why you should be
careful with it. 

It was a very useful workshop and I
learned a lot.

TY EXPO
 

by Roberto Patisch

The TY expo was in the Aquatic Centre
and it had a lot of things such as games,
challenges, job opportunities and help for
finding work experience. At the Expo, they
gave out a lot of free items such as
pencils, pens, bubbles, keychains, fidget
spinners and lots more.

Over at the Expo there was fencing which
is sword fighting. They had badminton,
football and they also a laser gun target
practice. Overall there were a lot of fun
games there.

Abbie Harrison - Hawthorn Class

Student of the Month -
November

Adam Sweeney - Willow Class

Student of the Month -
December

Cloe Llorento - Willow Class



Ultimate Frisbee
 

by Aoife Murphy & Kayla Bennett

Some of the TY students took part in an Ultimate Frisbee competition in Abbottstown
Sports Centre. It was a good experience for the group as they were introduced to a new
sport which is much more focused on sportsmanship and fair play, rather than the
average competitive competition. 

The winners of the competition were based on whether the opposing team scored the
team they were playing against out of ten, and whoever got the highest mark overall
out of the whole competition won the trophy.

It was very good fun for all the students and they all enjoyed the trip.

Code Plus Girls
 

by Allanah Joyce & Isabel McElroy

Code plus is an all girls computer science program based in Trinity College. This
program was set up to encourage girls/women to take up careers in computer
science as there are not many girls/women in that area of work. This program lasted 4
days so instead of going to school we went into Trinity College.

In this workshop we met new people and girls our age from other schools.We were put
into groups with people we didn't know and our communication/teamwork skills were
put to the test.We Learned about coding,how to make our own websites and games.

On the last day of the program, two women who have careers in Computer Science
came in to speak to us about their life and work. We learned lots of new skills and had
lots of fun making our own games and playing them and using new gadgets.



Team Hope Volunteering

by Joana Querol Troyano & Maite Copoví Ramon

On November 14, a few volunteers went to the Team Hope Cooperative in Trim. We were
very comfortable and we loved it because we helped organise and inspect the
children's boxes. 

We were fascinated by the number of boxes that people brought from all over Ireland
and had prepared for the children and the products that were inside. There were an
unlimited amount of toys, clothes, candies and hygienic products for all ages up to 14
years. For us, it was an unforgettable experience because we realised that people are
very generous and care about others. 

After spending a few hours helping with the boxes we went to visit the Trim Castle from
the outside and we enjoyed its nature.

MyOn and Accelerated Reader
by Nikola Szwader

My On reading is an online website that gives you a variety of books to read for free. Many
students across our school use this as a source of reading. Students are encouraged to
have at least 1 hour of reading every week. At the beginning or end of each term, mini
tests are taken by students to see if there's been any improvements of their reading
levels.

I really enjoy it as I get to read and see lots of books online which I can access at home on
my phone or IT device.

https://blakestowncs.vsware.ie/#lid=2954280&pg=Learners&sm=Attendance


Junior Cert Results
by Andrew Doran, Joshua Timmon 

On the 23rd of November, students around Ireland finally got their Junior Cert results.
In our school students in TY, LCA and 5th year that did their Junior Cert lined up in their
base class of 3rd year.
 
I personally was shocked by the results. I did better than I thought. I passed everything
except for Math's and Irish which I'm not surprised because I'm dreadful at those
subjects and the fact I was in higher level did not help.  When I got my Junior Cert result
I was surprised . Why? You may ask, to be honest I got a merit in Maths.        
                                           
When I was in the line to get my results, I was nervous to see how I would have done on
my results. I was so surprised that I got it because the Junior Cert was kind of hard. .

Bridge to College - Trinity

by Emily Hall Quinn  & Cloe Camacho Llorente

This week some students were accepted to attend a 4 day course at Trinity
College. The course was all focused on advertisement, film making and poster
making, while also working some social skills. One example of this would be
presenting in front of people. 

There was students from two other schools too and we were all mixed into
different groups so we would get to know new people. On day one, to start off, we
played some icebreaker games to help get comfortable with each other. 

Throughout the four days we used Canva, Anchor, Gmail and other websites to
help our group ideas come to life, different tasks were assigned each day. It was
really such a fun few days and we can't wait to hopefully be able to go back again
for a week two in April.



Variety Show and Market Day
by Emily Hall Quinn

Our school hosted a Variety Show on the 15th of December. TY’s played an important
part in helping the run of the show. TY’s were gathering acts, helping backstage, being
security guards at the doors, taking tickets and guiding guests to their seats. We also
had TY’s set up in the Boardroom with their Enterprise businesses selling to everyone
who came. Everyone's stalls were great and business was booming!!!

The Variety Show itself had a wide range of acts like dancing, singing, musicians, the
cup song and solving Rubix cubes really fast!!! Everyone was so proud of all the
amazing talent we have in our school.

The show took place twice on this day. 5th and 6th class Primary School students from
the local Primary Schools came to the first show and then students and staff
members from our own school watched the second show.

Special mention to the TY’s who had acts in the show-Caitlin Murphy doing her Ballet
and the Ty’s accompanying the choir doing the cup song. 

The Variety show was great and entertaining for everyone who came.



DCU - Tour/ Careers

by Masooma Jaffery, Eve Barcoe & Craig Larkin

On the 18th of November, the teacher and students went to DCU for a tour and talk on
careers and different career paths. 

We walked around the campus to see what there was and then we walked up stairs to
the top of the building.

I went to a computer lecture they told us about computers. It was very interesting.
After, I went to an Art lecture, and then I went to a Physiology lecture. They told us
about brain and things like how we think and how we do work. It was very interesting. 

German Film Trip 
By Empress Olanorin

On Thursday the 24th of November, the German class made their way to the Irish
film institute either independently or by meeting up with the teachers at the
school to meet for 10am.

We got on the Dublin bus (39A) and met there on time. There were many schools
there to watch the same German film as us. We were all directed to the row of
seats that we would be sitting in and so were the other schools. They went
through some rules with us such as no eating/drinking in the theatre so it can be
kept tidy for the next people and soon after that the film began.

The film was about an Austrian Olympian, he had to win a skiing race down a
challenging mountain competing with other countries and faced so much
pressure for him to do well by Austria and all his fans. We got to see both his
overwhelming and successful moments as well as when his emotions got the
best of him.

The film was amazing and got lots of positive feedback by many people when
asked about it.



Bank of America 

by Emily Hall Quinn & Emma McMahon 

A number of girls got the opportunity to go to Bank of America for a talk about girls
working in Coding. During this talk, there was a panel of 5 women who all worked in
Bank of America. They all introduced themselves and told us about their jobs and
roles. 

The message they were trying to really get across was how strongly they want to
have more women representations working in a career of coding as there is more
male representation then there is women. They were open to answer any questions
us girls had and it was a very interesting talk to attend.

Eisht Workshop
by Eve Barcoe

On the 12th of December we had a visitor called Caroline come into our Religion class
to talk to us about our Mental Health. 

We had a great time learning on how people influence our lives and sometimes even
change our point of view of ourselves. One thing we did was close our eyes and think
about what parts of ourselves we compared to other people. Then she taught us how
to stop comparing ourselves and embrace our differences. 

We also did a Lego challenge where we had to make a duck in 60 seconds and we all
had different types of ducks but we learnt that the way we complemented it is how we
talk to ourselves and each duck was as different as how every person is to each other.



Work Experience
by Empress Olanorin

Every Wednesday morning, I make my way down to Tiger in the shopping centre for work
experience. My shift begins at 10:30am and finishes at 3:30pm.

What would a day go like?
When I arrive at work, I go to the back room to remove my bag and jacket, I then head over
to the manager who’s usually there and has a task assigned for me to do or to help out
someone else with theirs.

I can be asked to clean around the shop and the kitchen with a big sweeping brush as well
as other cleaning supplies, I can also be asked to be on the tills or bring out and display new
stock that’s available.

Usually when I’m asked to go on tills, I’m happy because I enjoy being able to interact with 
 customers and practice my communication skills. Bringing out new stock can also be
enjoyable as I get to see what’s new in the shop before other people.

After working for some time, I get my lunch at around 1pm or 1:30pm. My lunch is 30
minutes long. I then come back to continue my work and leave not long after.

Sometimes, days can feel long with tasks that I rather not do but other than that I enjoy
the overall experience.

Holocaust Workshop
by Nikola Szwader

On Friday the 2nd, the TYs were invited to a workshop . The workshop was a Zoom call with
a holocaust survivor named Tomi Reichenthal. He is one of the only holocaust survivors still
alive to this day. The TYs got invited along with the 5th years and 6th years and two other
schools through zoom in room 17. 

Tomi told us how the holocaust effected him and his family, he also told us his whole story.
He talked about how it took him many years to open up about his story and how it
affected his life. He talked about how he was treated in the camp and what it was like
hiding. He was kind enough to show us photos from the time of his family and him. He
answered all the questions we had for him at the end and it was an amazing once in a
lifetime opportunity to speak to him.



Teacher vs Student -
Basketball

by Emma McMahon 

On Friday the 16th, the Transition
Year class Willow helped organise a
student vs teacher basketball
match. 

At 3pm all the students were lead
down to the PE Hall to watch the
match. Some of the TY classes were
lead to the benches where they were
sitting. 

The teachers scored a good few
points but the students scored more.
Mr Frawley went stumbling and
almost fell into the students. 

At the end of the day students won
the match with 20 to 14. 

Teacher vs Student -
Football

by Empress Olanorin

On the 20th of December, there was a
Teacher vs Student football match. It was
organised by Hawthorn TY class with the
help of Mr Frawley.

Hawthorn class helped out with things like
collecting money for tickets & giving out
tickets for the students who wanted to see
the game.

The game was enjoyable to watch as
students in the audience were filled with
excitement, cheering for whether they
wanted the teachers or students to win.

There were also other teachers who weren’t
on the pitch but available for substitution.

The game went on for about an hour with
there being a half time, and a referee to
make sure things didn’t go out of control.

In the end of the game, the teachers ended
up winning and the students watching in
the crowd were delighted.


