
Welcome to the first edition of the TY Times. This
newsletter will update you on all the wonderful things we

have been doing in TY this year.
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Christmas Fair
December 11th 2022

To book a stall please contact:
christmasfair@blakestowncs.ie 

Upcoming Events:

Team Hope Volunteering
DCU Campus Visit
One Good School Workshop
Christmas Fair
Eisht Workshop

Editor - Emily Hall Quinn
Design Editor - Adam Sweeney

Student of the
Month

Allanah Joyce - Willow Class



Larch Hill

by Craig Larkin

For our first trip, we went to Larch
Hill Scout Centre, on the 6th of
September 2022. We got a coach
from the school to Larch Hill. It took
about 45 minutes to get there.

We were told we needed rain gear
and wellies as it was a wet day.
When we got there we were brought
into a small warehouse to explain
what activities we were going to do
that day. Most of us were nervous
because it was our first TY trip and
we had new people in our classes.
For our first activity we were put in
groups and handed cards which had
pictures on it. We had to come up
with an invention with the pictures
given.

The idea of the project was to learn
about the environment and
sustainability. We reused old
materials like styrofoam cups,
cardboard, strings and wires. We
also used natural materials  like
leaves, bark, moss and sticks.

We worked as a team to build an
invention. When we were done we
presented it to everyone. We had to
explain why we made it and how it
works.

Overall, we really enjoyed it. We had
a great laugh and got to know each
other better.

Sue Adams-Sustainability
Workshops

 

by Emily Hall Quinn

Over a number of weeks, Sue Adams has
been coming in to do a number of
workshops and  teach us all about
sustainability, global warming and
climate change. 

On the last day with Sue, we invited 2nd
Years down to do a mini workshop, We
had different games to play all focused
around sustainability learning. Everyone
participated well and I hope they enjoyed
it.



My Work Experience

by Declan Fogarty

For my Work experience I have been working with Mr O’Connell and Rob the
librarian in the school library with IT stuff.

My day normally starts at 09:00 and I have been doing a wide variety of IT
related tasks over the last few weeks.

These tasks range from fixing and updating the school computers and
laptops with Google Chrome , which I really enjoy. 

I have also been sorting out the old computers in the stock room and
identifying which computers and laptops needed attention, which needed
dumping and what work needed to be done. 

One of my favourite things was when I came across a laptop, which did not
have any operating system on it, so we fixed that with a usb boot up stick.

I am enjoying my time in the Library and have gained a good knowledge of
the workings and components of computers. Hopefully I will be able to get a
job in IT when I leave school.

Halloween Celebration
 

by Emily Hall Quinn

On the 28th of October we spent the day celebrating Halloween. TY's helped and
organised an event in the hall for 1st Years. We had 5 stations set up with plenty
of fun. Station one, was musical chairs with Halloween music, station two was
kick the pumpkin, station three was pin the arm on the skeleton, station four was  
x's and o's with pumpkins and the final station was throwing ingredients into a
witches cauldron .The first years had lots of fun. The day was also filled with dress
up, face paint and treats.



Focus Ireland - Shine a Light

by Aoife Murphy, Joana Querol Troyano, Paige McElroy

Shine A Light Night was launched in October 2012. It's aim was for business
leaders to shine a light on homelessness. Shine A Light started to raise money
for the homeless and people struggling to pay for food.

On Friday October 21st we decided to host a Shine a Light Night. The students of
TY slept in the school overnight to shine a light on the plight of homelessness in
Ireland. By participating we hope we were able to help Focus Ireland change the
lives of families, young people and children who have no place to call home.

We all arrived at the school at 7pm on the night. We helped the teachers set up
some things and then we handed in our phones until the morning. We all went to
the still point room, and lit candles and prayed for people who aren't as
fortunate as us and don't have a roof over their heads, and people who don't
have a set place to stay and feel safe knowing they can say there forever. As we
lit the candles the word Hope was lit. Hope was the theme of the night as we all
hoped that we raised some amount of money and that the money we made
would help in some way.

We stayed overnight in the school. It was so good we were all dancing and
playing board games and we all had a blast.

https://blakestowncs.vsware.ie/#lid=2954280&pg=Learners&sm=Attendance


Opening Night 

By Emily Hall Quinn and Josh Timmons

What is the open night?
The open night is when the primary students look for a secondary school and
try them out and see if they want to enrol in them or not.

Our School’s opening night was October 13th. It was a very busy night 
with lots of visitors! There were 150 children who attended the open night and
approximately 600 people in total, including the children and parents who came
and also the students and teachers who helped to set it all up. 

Some students were helping out in the TY room alongside Ms. Keyes.

In the TY room each of us students had a station to talk about. We wanted
incoming first years to know about how TY is a great year even before they join
the school. My station showcased the Global Goals and how most of our subjects
this year are incorporated with them. Other stations in the room included Art,
Tech class, Trips we have been on and a paired reading programme some of us
will be doing after Christmas. 

Then some students were in the P.E hall with Miss Byrne. For the children they
had a variety of different games to choose from for example we had basketball,
the next was was a fitness test, the next one football, the second last one was
tables tennis and finally badminton .



Gender Equality Zoom Calls

by Emily Hall Quinn  

Some of our TY's that are part of our Global Citizenships and Student Council took
part in many Gender Equality zoom calls with Sue Adams. We learned a lot and it was
very inspirational to hear.

After one of the zoom calls we had a project as a group to go off and try promote
Gender Equality in our school. Miss Keyes gave us a blank notice board and we had all
power to create it how we like.

On the notice board we showcased people who are well known/inspiring with gender
equality. We also had some quotes, drawings, poems and posters put up.    

Communications Workshop
by Patrick Millar

On the 13th of October, Alan Devine came in to give a workshop on how to
communicate and present yourself in front of people in all kinds of situations. He was
very welcoming when we arrived and made everyone feel comfortable. He first started
by asking us all our names and interests, then we started playing all different types of
games to build our confidence in talking in front of a crowd of people.

Personally, I really enjoyed doing it but some people got really awkward when talking
to a crowd of people but he told them that it was ok and to just relax and just enjoy
themselves. He also gave us communication skills when speaking to a crowd.



Trinity Law

By Eve Barcoe, Empress Olanorin and Nikola Szwader

On Friday the 14th October, the school organised for three mentors from Trinity
College Dublin to introduce us to a law programme. The three mentors assigned to
our school are students in Trinity College, two of them study Law and one studies
English. They were beginning to teach us about the legal system in Ireland and how
it operates.

Both TY classes were brought to room 17 at 11:10, where we discussed different legal
cases and what our opinions were on them and if our opinion would change in
different circumstances.

The school organised the Trinity law classes to give us an opportunity to see the
basics of law but also if it may be an interest to anyone in the future if it isn’t
already.

The majority of students seemed to enjoy it and a few students interacted really
well with them making it more enjoyable for everyone. 

The highlight of the Trinity College programme was when they explained many
different company tricks they use for presentation. For example Pepsi used tokens
to intrigue many people by advertising that customers could buy the likes of a
house but on their advertisement it presented a jet and when someone wanted to
purchase their jet Pepsi claimed it was only for advertisement.

Arthur Cox Work Experience

by Emma McMahon 

On the 24th of October, 12 students were picked from both Hawthorn and Willow
class to go down to Arthur Cox for the week to attend a workshop with various
different talks. The students made there own way to and back everyday during the
week. They received talks about what its like to work in law but also what it's like
to work in HR and PR. Several employees and trainees gave the talk. 
Feedback from the students was mostly positive.



Kilmainham Gaol

by Roberto Patsich, CaraLucy  Sullivan and Emma McMahon.
      
On October 7th, Transition Year classes Willow and Hawthorn, went on a trip to
Kilmainham Gaol. The students made their own way up to the building and
met their teachers there. The classes both split up into two separate groups
and went off with their tour guides. The classes were first brought into the
courthouse and the students sat in the courthouse seats. Then the TY classes
were led into a deeper part of the prison by their tour guide. The deeper part
of the prison is where the cells were. The church in the prison held a very
famous wedding, between Grace and Joseph Plunkett. The youngest prisoner
there was a 3 year old boy for begging. Back then in the prison the more
power you had the better jailcell you had for example Robert Emmet had a
big jail cell with a fireplace.

The TY students explored the halls, and the cells all while the tour guide was
telling them information about the prison and the people who went to it. The
TY students went into a variety of different cells and the story behind them.
The students were then led outside of the jail to where the prisoners would get
their daily exercise. Then finally students were led to where the original front
of the jail was and they were left to go look at the museum inside of the jail.  It
was a very enjoyable and informative trip.       



RDS Careers Event 

By Cloe Camacho, Daniela Rodriguez,
and Masooma Jaffery 

On 15th September 2022, TYs went
on a trip to the RDS to get a look at
different careers we may be
interested in for our future. Both
classes (Willow and Hawthorn) had to
make their own way there. We arrived
at 10:00 and were given bracelets to
have access. There were many other
schools there too.

When we entered the RDS there were
multiple stalls with different
information for further education and
apprenticeships.

We went around the RDS to have a
browse and we were given free stuff
like pens, stress balls, sweets and
leaflets to promote different career
choices .There were stalls about
hairdressing, robotics, wood work,
engineering, catering and many
more.

It ended up being a great day and left
us thinking about what we would like
to do after school.

Ploughing championship 

By Andrew Doran and Maite Ramon 

On the 22nd of September, the TY
students went to the Ploughing
Championship in Ratheniska, Co.
Laois. We got a look at farm
machinery and a good look at all the
different stalls open when we arrived.
Mr. Frawley gave us this opportunity
to experience what country life was
like.

It had been raining quite heavily and
when we got there the ground was
almost liquid muck and instantly our
shoes were destroyed. The area
designated for the championship
stalls was extremely busy. We were so
disappointed when we missed the
free Aldi hats (which were actually
very nice).

Overall, the ploughing championship
was a good trip. It was a trip that we
would never go on if it wasn't for the
school and we were grateful to
expericence something new.



Taking all the plastic off of the donated cardboard boxes.
Laying out a perimeter with cardboard.
Then putting the soil over the cardboard.
The reason we used cardboard was to stop weeds from growing up into the
soil and to let worms eat the wet cardboard

Stepping Stone Forest Project 
by Allanah Joyce and Isabel McElroy 

We partnered with Stepping Stone and Blakestown Drive Community Group to
start the soil preparation for our new forest in Blakestown Community School.

We undertook different jobs. Some of these included: 

Stepping Stones has worked with schools all around the country. The
atmosphere was ecstatic and we were thankful to have the opportunity to work
with Stepping Stone and Blakestown Drive.

They will be coming back in 6 months to finally plant Irish trees.

JCSP Awards Celebration

by Adam Sweeney

On the 18th October, all students who completed the Junior Certificate Schools
Programme, where invited to a celebration of their Achievements. The parents were
also welcomed. All students received a JSCP Profile of Achievements, that included
in Letter of Reference from the school. 

It was a great day to celebrate all the great work of the students over
the three years


